Kannye Lall Dey, we found that reaction had set in, and the severe pain in the stomach had abated; but her throat and mouth were very sore, and deglutition was most difficult. There was no obstruction of breathing, and her voice was clear; she was ordered opium pills every three hours, ice to suck, and demulcent drinks; a large blister was applied over the pit of the stomach, and a couple of mustard plasters over the abdomen, these latter to be followed by poultices, which were to be changed every half hour.
It is unnecessary So describe all the subsequent symptoms and treatment of the case. The patient gradually began to recover?the pain in the stomach became less,?the sloughs from the throat separated, and the ulcers healed ; but the difficulty of swallowing produced by the contraction of the gullet troubled her for a considerable time.
There could not be the least doubt about the sulphuric acid having been very strong, as the bottle from which she had taken it was not yet quite empty ; what remained was a thick oily fluid, and on dropping this on a piece of cloth it instantly destroyed it. She must have swallowed at least half an ounce of the fluid, as the metal cup which she had used in taking the draught was corroded up to a level corresponding to that quantity. The comparative immunity of her mouth was probably due to her having thrown the poison deliberately backwards into her throat, and then swallowed it at a gulp.
Kegarding the treatment of this case, our efforts were from the first mainly directed towards carrying the patient through the healing process without much active interference. The only measures taken, which could be called at all active, were at the beginning, and I believe that it was entirely to them that the non-occurrence of gastritis and other inflammatory affections is to be attributed. Doubtless, the separation of the sloughs from the fauces and stomach was, next to shock, the greatest danger to the patient. To prevent over-excitement in the injured stomach, the amount of liquid food administered was reduced to a very small quantity?in fact, only just enough to quench thirst. But as the reparative processes required some thing more to work on, nourishment was administered per rectum in the shape of beef-tea enemata.
